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4 Bush's Space
Boost

Bl Details of the
president's plan for a

campaign in space.
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Mission
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French adventurer and retired paratrooper Michel Fournier is trying to break
Kittinger's longstanding record for heights from which someone fell safely to
Earth. He's been preparing for 20 years.

Two other jumpers have died trying to break Kittinger's record. Some people
think Fournier is crazy. He sold everything he owns and spent $10 million — and
has failed twice.

While Kittinger's record is important, Fournier also wants to prove something: that
an escape system on the space shuttle would have been able to save the lives of
the Columbia astronauts.

Says Fournier, "When you present the project and present the scientific aspect,
that this project is for the rescue of astronauts, we start to see, 'OK, this project is
not that crazy. It's doable, and Joe Kittinger did it.™

Kittinger has been waiting for someone to break his record. "I really thought that
somebody would go higher than that pretty soon," he said with a chuckle. "It's
been 46 years. It's not easy to do.”

For complete details about Fournier's project, click here.
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4 Bush's Space
Boost

Bl Details of the
president's plan for a

campaign in space.

RELATED STORIES & LINKS

NASA Marks Shuttle's 25th
Anniversary

First Columbia Liftoff Celebrated
As Chief Predicts New "Space
Race"

NASA OKs Asteroids Study,
After All

Just Weeks After Killing Project,
Space Agency Relaunches
Mission

NASA Launches Three
'Microsatellites'

55-Pound Devices Will Study
Earth's Magnetic Fields

Discovery Launch Delayed
Until Summer

Fuel Tank Sensor Problem
Forces NASA To Postpone From
May To At Least July

NASA To Retire Space
Shuttle

Atlantis Will Be Retired First;
Others To Be Scrapped By 2010

French adventurer and retired paratrooper Michel Fournier is trying to break
Kittinger's longstanding record for heights from which someone fell safely to
Earth. He's been preparing for 20 years.

Two other jumpers have died trying to break Kittinger's record. Some people
think Fournier is crazy. He sold everything he owns and spent $10 million — and
has failed twice.

While Kittinger's record is important, Fournier also wants to prove something: that
an escape system on the space shuttle would have been able to save the lives of
the Columbia astronauts.

Says Fournier, "When you present the project and present the scientific aspect,
that this project is for the rescue of astronauts, we start to see, 'OK, this project is
not that crazy. It's doable, and Joe Kittinger did it.™

Kittinger has been waiting for someone to break his record. "I really thought that
somebody would go higher than that pretty soon," he said with a chuckle. "It's
been 46 years. It's not easy to do.”

For complete details about Fournier's project, click here.
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